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Taraba State. However, the study is fully aware that in most reports across northern Nigeria, the 
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the controversy regarding the identity of those allegedly involved in the attacks, in both formal and 
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Abstract: The deeper reality behind the violent conflict in Taraba 

State 
A previous study was conducted by the Nigeria Conflict and Security Analysis Network (NCSAN) in 

!ǇǊƛƭ нлмр ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άaƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ±ƛƻƭŜƴǘ-Conflict in Divided Societies: Non-Boko Haram Violence 

against Christians ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ .Ŝƭǘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ bƛƎŜǊƛŀέΦ The findings from that study indicated a 

sophisticated and systematic attack on Christians around the Middle Belt Region, with patterns that 

show ethnic cleansing. The attack has displaced many thousands of civilians, mainly indigenous 

Christian farmers and led to the deaths of thousands of others, with hundreds of churches targeted 

or destroyed. Media and public commentators directly link this violent conflict to the issues of 

contestation over land, grazing fields and environmental resources in the context of environmental 

degradation and migration. The NCSAN decided to question this narrative by investigating specifically 

the conflict in Taraba State, from 2013 to 2015. Investigations revealed that at the official level, the 

conflict in Taraba State is still defined in terms of contestation over land. Yet, the data collected and 

the evidence obtained point to the contrary. There is a massive campaign to displace indigenous 

Christian farmers, from ethnic groups such as the Tiv, Jukun, Kuteb, Chamba, Panso, Kaambu and 

Bandawa in towns and villages of central, northern and southern Taraba State. Most worrying too is 

the fact that this violent conflict is going on simultaneously with the Boko Haram violence, and 

therefore, local and international attention is absent.   
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Introduction 
Since 2009, there has been a massive campaign of violence going on in north-eastern Nigeria, 

perpetrated by the so-called Boko Haram sect. The international media attention and publicity 

attained by the Boko Haram conflict has meant that other forms of violence in the Middle Belt region 

of Nigeria, particularly Taraba State, have not been adequately reported. Currently, Taraba State is 

being ravaged by a non-Boko Haram violent conflict. The southern part of the state, which is 

predominantly Christian, is the worst hit, with mass internal displacement due to attacks by Hausa-

Fulani Muslim herdsmen on Christian communities, particularly those located in areas close to Benue 

state, previously considered as safe havens. These include the towns and villages of Wukari, Donga, 

Isha-gogo, Tseke, Gidin-Dorowa, Nyamhina, Gborbegha, Borkono, Takum, Jinuwa-Nyife, Ibi and 

Gbogudo. There is also internal migration towards Jalingo, the Taraba State capital, as thousands of 

indigenous farming communities, mostly Christian, scramble for safety. Some commentators link the 

conflict to environmental degradation, internal migration and contestation over land between 

indigenes and settlers. Others argue that the violent conflict in Taraba State is due to the internal 

politics of the state, defined by religious and ethnic narratives. To test these narratives, the NCSAN 

team conducted a four month (April ς July 2015) in-depth research and investigation into the violent 

conflict in Taraba State, looking at the period from 2013 - 2015. The study agrees that Taraba State 

has a history of inter-tribal and inter-ethnic conflicts, yet these conflicts have been understudied. In 

the light of new evidence, and based on data collected within the period of this study, research 

suggests that, beyond the environmental and political narratives, there is an underlying ideological 

framework aiming to displace indigenous Christian communities, especially in the southern part, and 

to enhance Islamic influence in a predominantly Christian area.  

 

The ongoing conflict in Taraba State is a complex phenomenon where thousands of Christians as well 

as Muslims are being killed and displaced. In most cases, the conflict is oversimplified, under-

researched or completely neglected. For some of the government officials, both at the local, state 

and federal levels, including some international agencies, the conflict is either about land, politics or 

directly linked to the ongoing Boko Haram conflict. The purpose of this research is to underscore the 

underlying internal factors motivating the conflict in Taraba. The study questions the political, 

environmental and Boko Haram narratives, arguing that intrinsic to this conflict is a long term agenda 

to dominate a state seen as a Christian majority state within northeastern Nigeria. This undertaking is 

significant because the conflict in Taraba State has been going on for far too long without much 

national or international attention. Secondly, the indigenous Christian farmers, particularly the Tiv 

ethnic group, have been systematically victimized, to such an extent that questions are beginning to 

be raised as to whether such atrocities can be termed genocide. The reason being that the Tiv ethnic 

group is 99% Christian. They occupy the major parts of central and southern Taraba which is the 

target for Hausa-Fulani Muslim dominance. Historically, the Tiv ethnic group has been at the 

forefront of opposition to the Hausa-Fulani dominance of the area.  For instance in the 1860s, the 

Emir of Muri, Burba dan Hamman (c.1869-1873) attacked ς albeit unsuccessfully - the Tiv ethnic 

groups in Taraba because they rejected Islam in favor of Christianity.1 In addition to other ethnic 

groups with Christian populations, the Tiv are considered a major threat to the Hausa-Fulani 

ambition to dominate Taraba State. Therefore, this research has examined the underlying narratives 

                                                           
1
 !ōŘǳƭƪŀŘƛǊΣ aƻƘŀƳƳŜŘ {ŀƴƴƛΣ нлммΦ ΨΨLǎƭŀƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƴ-Muslim Areas of Northern Nigeria, c. 1600 ς мфслΩΩ. In: Ilorin 

Journal of Religious Studies, (IJOURELS) 1(1):1-20, p. 7.  
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regarding the ongoing conflict in Taraba State.2 Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜŜǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΩ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 

expose both the persecution of Christians in areas like Taraba State (where the conflict is neglected 

both by local actors and the international community) and the efforts of Hausa-Fulani Muslim 

hegemony to continue with the historical legacies of their forefathers and the Islamic principle of 

darul Islam to conquer other non-Muslim territories of the north. Additionally, the research report is 

significant for the Nigerian government and its partners in the international community to construct 

policies that will ensure equal rights and religious freedom for all, using Taraba State as a 

springboard. Lack of research means lack of policy strategies for effective conflict management and 

religious freedom. It therefore becomes necessary to examine the nature of the conflict in Taraba, 

expose the atrocities against Christians and draw international attention to the plight of Christian 

victims.  

Methodology and limitations of the study 
To carry out this research, the NCSAN team relied on two methodologies. First, the team produced a 

video documentary interviewing victims, government officials and traditional rulers. The places 

covered in the video documentary included central Taraba (Bali, Kurmi, Mutum Biyu and Sardauna 

LGAs); Southern Taraba (Wukari, Takum, Donga and Ibi LGAs); the border between Taraba and Benue 

(Ugba, Jootar, Agasha, Guma and Zaki-Biam towns); the border between Southern Adamawa and 

Cameroon (Toungo, Kiri, Naya and Naade, all in Toungo LGA) where hundreds of indigenous Christian 

Tiv farmers displaced by the conflict have settled. The issues raised in the documentary were verified 

or debunked by the evidence collected on the field. 

 

Map of Nigeria showing Taraba State, and map of Taraba State showing the number of local 

government areas (LGAs): 

 

 
 

Sources: http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/nigeria_map.htm & 

www.nigerianmuse.com/...maps.../maps-of-various-states-and-their-local 

  

                                                           
2
 ¢ƘŜ !ƴŀƭȅǘƛŎŀƭΣ нлмрΦ ΨΨNigeria: Migration and Violent Conflict in Divided SocietiesΩΩ. April, 2015. 

http://theanalytical.org/nigeria-migration-and-violent-conflict-in-divided-societies (accessed August 8, 2015). 
 

http://www.nigerianmuse.com/...maps.../maps-of-various-states-and-their-local
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The second methodology was a field research conducted in the same areas mentioned above. The 

field research relied on interviews conducted with victims and the internally displaced people. It also 

examined newspaper reports, the reports of local organizations, victim groups and networks, 

community associations and religious bodies who documented the nature of atrocities at the time of 

the conflict. For instance, the NCSAN team obtained documents of people killed and 

churches/presbyteries destroyed from the office of Justice, Peace and Development Commission, 

Catholic Diocese of Jalingo, the Tiv Cultural and Social Association (TCSA), Taraba State, The Tiv 

Leadership Council, Bali and Human Rights Commission Abuja. Efforts to obtain documents from the 

Muslim Council of Taraba State on the estimated number of Muslims killed and mosques destroyed 

did not yield any results. In addition, other important personalities were interviewed but cannot be 

mentioned for security reasons. 

 

It is necessary to concede that the purpose of this research is not to contest established facts 

regarding the nature of the violent activities going on in Taraba State. If anything, the research 

broadens the horizon of ongoing discussions with current on-ground data and evidence from Taraba 

State. In addition, it provides fresh contextual analysis of the conflict in Jalingo, demonstrating that 

differences in historical periods do not mean that grievances and conflict frameworks have 

disappeared. The research is an original attempt to bring the violent conflict in Taraba State to 

international attention. The research is divided into four parts: the first part examines the meaning of 

violent conflict in a divided society and how it relates to Taraba State. The second part traces the 

history of Taraba State in order to demonstrate the ethnic and religious divisions as they are 

constituted today and to showcase the different levels of conflict. Part three presents the nature of 

the ongoing conflict, looking at the period 2013 - 2015. It provides evidence that shows Christians, 

particularly the Tiv, Jukun, Kuteb, Chamba, Panso, Kaambu and Bandawa Christians in Taraba State 

have been identified as being some of the victims. Part four is an analysis of the motivations behind 

this conflict. Central to this analysis is the ideological agenda of Islam, executed by the Hausa-Fulani 

Muslim herdsmen, to dominate a Christian area.  

 

Part One: Understanding the nature of divided societies and violent 

conflict  
According to Pfaff-Czarnecka, societies can be considered generally as traditional administrative units 

with a perceived sense of common ancestry and memory.3 In this context, divided societies, though 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ΨΨŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ƛƴ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǳƴŜǉǳŀƭ ƛƴ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

prƛǾƛƭŜƎŜΣ ƻǊ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦΩΩ4 Sometimes these societies can be divided along 

ethnic or religious lines where the state is traditionally affiliated with the dominant group.5 Such 

divisions determine not only the way groups perceive each other within the nation, but also 

influence the manner in which citizens relate to each other, contest for power, space and influence, 

                                                           
3
 Pfaff-/ȊŀǊƴŜŎƪŀΣ WƻŀƴƴŀΣ άDemocratisation and nation-building in divided societiesέ, 

http://www.academia.edu/1341595/Democratisation_and_nation-building_in_divided_societies (pdf accessed 15 July 
2015).  
4
 Smooha, Sammy and IŀƴŦΣ ¢ƘŜƻŘƻǊΣ мффнΦ ά¢ƘŜ 5ƛǾŜǊǎŜ aƻŘŜǎ ƻŦ /ƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ-wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 5ŜŜǇƭȅ 5ƛǾƛŘŜŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎέΣ 

International Journal of Comparative Sociology, XXXIII, p. 1-6. 
5
 IŀǎƛǎƛΣ.ŀŘƛΣ  нллуΦ ΨΨtƻƭƛŎŜΣ tƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΣ ŀƴŘ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ 5ŜŜǇƭȅ 5ƛǾƛŘŜŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩΩΣ Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology, 

98(3):1119-1146, p. 1124.  
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as well as the manner in which resources are distributed and shared. Yiftachel argues that deeply 

divided societies are societies that are composed of non-assimilating ethnic groups, pre-occupied by 

their historical memory and cultural affiliation to the homeland. Thus, such societies tend to promote 

goals of cultural and regional autonomy which lead to more ethnic conflicts.6  

 

Conflict on the other hand is generally conceived within a social context. It is seen as a social 

phenomenon that emerges in the process of human relationships: relationships to authority, political 

space, land, economic and material resources.7 According to Oyeniyi, conflict usually occurs primarily 

as a result of a clash between parties, when two or more parties perceive that their interests are 

incompatible, express hostile attitudes, or pursue their interests through actions that damage the 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ8 The interests could be related to resources, power-sharing, community 

identity, sense of exclusion and threat to religious affiliation.9 Consequently, violent conflict occurs 

when parties seek to attain their goals by violent means, and try to dominate or destroy the opposing 

ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ10 The violence that comes with opposed interests is 

contingent upon factors such as the imposition of religious supremacy, competition over territory, 

traditional institutions, natural resources and the levers of political power. Other factors may include 

the kind of opposing parties such as ethnic, religious or regional communities, states as well as 

political factions. Another factor can be the type of power available in the hands of these parties: 

nuclear power, political dominance, conventional war, terrorism, coups, repression, genocide, gross 

human rights violations, ethnic cleansing. The final motivating factor can be the suitable location or 

territory available for killing and destruction, i.e. whether the geographic scope is at the border 

region, on the fringe, or it is inter-communal, international or linked to border disputes.11  

 

Scholars such as Kaplan, Jackson and Rosberg argue that African societies are considered multi-

ethnic, deeply divided and easily sucked into violent conflict.12 Yet it is important to mention that 

recent events in Europe suggest that, even in the modern liberal democracies of Europe, the sense of 

nationalism, history and memory still influences contestation over power-sharing and economic 

control of resources, though not as violently as in Africa. This is evident in the 2014 Scottish 

Referendum, piloted by the Scottish National Party (SNP) to break-away from the United Kingdom, as 

well as the search for an independent Catalonia in Spain.13 In Africa the introduction of multi-party 

democracy fertilized divisions within most African societies and created new layers of religious, 

                                                           
6
 Yiftachel, Oren, 1994. άThe Dark Side of Modernism: Plannning as a Control of an Ethnic Minorityέ, Oxford: Blackwell, p. 

218.  
7
 Rummel R. J., 1975. άUnderstanding Conflict and War, The Dynamic Psychological Fieldέ, Vol. 3, Beverly Hills, California: 

Sage Publications. 
8
 Oyeniyi, Adeleye, 2011. ά/ƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΥ /ŀǳǎŜǎΣ {ƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ȅǇŜǎέΣ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎŜƴŘ aŜŘƛŀ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ну 

February 2011.  
9
 Ibid.  

10
 Kaplan, Robert D., 1994. άThe Coming Anarchy: How Scarcity, Crime, Overpopulation, Tribalism, and Disease are rapidly 

destroying the Social Fabric of Our PlanetέΣ. The Atlantic, February 1, 1994.   
11

 /ǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎΣ нлмпΦ ά/ƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ! DǳƛŘŜΣ ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ /ƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ tŜŀŎŜέ, 
http://www. creativeassociatesinternational.com/.../ghai/understanding.htm (accessed 13 June 2014).  
12

 WŀŎƪǎƻƴΣ wƻōŜǊǘ IΦ ŀƴŘ wƻǎōŜǊƎΣ /ŀǊƭ DΦΣ мфунΦ ΨΨ²Ƙȅ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ²Ŝŀƪ {ǘŀǘŜǎ tŜǊǎƛǎǘǎΥ ¢ƘŜ 9ƳǇƛǊƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ WǳǊƛŘƛŎŀƭέ ƛƴ 
Statehood, 35(1):1-24. 
13

 Connolly, ChristopheǊΣ нлмоΦ άLƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΥ {ŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ {ƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴέ ƛƴ Duke Journal 
of Comparative and International Law, 24(1):51-105. 
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ethno-regional and political loyalties.14 /ƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ƳǳƭǘƛǇŀǊǘȅ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ƛƴ 

1999 reignited the Islamic drive to dominate and Islamize other parts of the country that are non-

Muslim majority, particularly in the north. In this context, Taraba State is considered a multi-ethnic 

society where tribes and communities are sharply divided along racial, cultural, linguistic and 

religious lines. This division is seen in historical violent conflict between the Tiv and the Jukun, which 

has been recurring since 1959,15 or the Jukun, Kutep and Chamba ethnic groups in the quest to clarify 

who ascends the throne of the Jukun Monarchy and controls Takum. The source of the conflict could 

be traced to the 1914 amalgamation which led to the merging of the different ethnic groups that 

initially existed separately. The violent conflict which surfaced in 1997, 1999 and 2001 (underscored 

by all groups clamoring for a separate chiefdom) led to the killing of over 200 people with many more 

injured, and to the destruction of property worth 300 million naira.16 Recent events in Taraba State 

indicate that the violent conflict has moved beyond ethnic contestation. It is more about the Islamic 

agenda to dominate and Islamize Taraba, a Christian majority state in the northeastern region of 

Nigeria.  

 

Part Two: The history of Taraba State 
Taraba State is one of the 36 states of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. It is named after River Taraba, 

a river that transverses the central part of the state.17 Intense military politics under the regime of 

General Ibrahim Babangida led to the creation of Taraba State out of the defunct Gongola State on 

27 August 1991.18 Taraba State is bounded in the west by Plateau State and Benue State and on the 

eastern border by Adamawa State and the Republic of Cameroon. On the northern border are Bauchi 

and Gombe states. ¢ŀǊŀōŀ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

abundant natural resources the state is endowed with. The agrarian nature and rich alluvial soil 

found in most parts of the state makes Taraba conducive for cultivating all types of food and cash 

crops such as cassava, yams, potatoes, cocoyam, rice, maize, coffee, tea and cocoa.  The state has 

vast lush grassland that supports cattle grazing, while the various rivers/lakes hold great potential for 

the development of fisheries.19 The natural endowments of Taraba State, particularly in the central 

and southern parts of the state, are attractive to migrating herdsmen and pastoralists. More 

importantly, it is an economic gateway to southern Nigeria from the northeast for the transportation 

of cattle and other farm products to the south. Consequently, there have been increased, but 

undocumented levels of internal migrations from the far north, including the border areas into 

central and southern Taraba, where Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen come in search of grazing fields 

and for other economic reasons.  

 

                                                           
14

 bƻǊǊƛǎΣ tƛǇǇŀΣ нллрΦ άStable democracy and good governance in divided societies: Do power-ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƻǊƪΚέΣ 
Paper for presentation at the International Studies Association 46th annual convention, Panel SC04 Political Institutions and 
Ethnic Politics, 1.45-3.30 on Saturday 5th March 2005, Honolulu.  
15

 Okereke, C. Nna-Emeka, 2012. ΨΨbƛƎŜǊƛŀƴ State and Management of Communal Conflicts in the Middle .ŜƭǘΩΩ in:  Nigeria 
and the World: A Bolaji  Akinyemi Revisited, edited by Bola A. Akinterinwa, Lagos: Nigerian Institute of International Affairs.  
16

 Ojo, Emmanuel O., ά! Survey of Ethno-religious Crisis and its Implication to Nigeria s Nascent Democracyέ in Journal of 
Sustainable Democracy in Africa Volume 12, Number 2, 2010, p. 188.   
17

 Taraba State Of Nigeria in www.ngex.com/Nigeria/Placis (accessed 30 March 2015). 
18

 Alkali, M..N., Monguno, A.K.ŀƴŘ aǳǎǘŀŦŀΣ .Φ{ΦΣΣ нлмнΦ  άhǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ !ŎǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ-9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ bƛƎŜǊƛŀέ, Nigeria 
Research Network (NRN) Oxford Department of International Development Queen Elizabeth House University of Oxford, 
Working Paper No. 2, January 2013, p. 4. 
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Taraba State has sixteen LGAs, and according to the 2006 census figures released by the national 

population commission, the total population figure of Taraba State stands at 2,300,736. Even though 

religion is never part of the census count in Nigeria, research carried out has shown that about 55% 

are Christians, 32% Muslims, 12% African Traditional Religion adherents and 1% self-acclaimed free 

thinkers.20 Yet these figures remain highly disputed.21 Christians are found in northern, central and 

southern Taraba in very high numbers. The population of Muslims in Taraba State is understandably 

linked to the population of Hausa-Fulani Muslim settlers, mostly around central Taraba State, which 

has steadily grown over the years since the colonial period.22 Other factors responsible for this 

population growth include migration within Taraba, and migration from without because of the 

favorable environmental conditions of Taraba State compared to most northern states, as well as its 

high birth rate.23 Some Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen move in and out of the state seasonally, with 

some finally settling down, especially at the border between Taraba State and Cameroon. Due to 

these factors it is difficult to calculate the actual Hausa-Fulani population and 32% is seen as a 

representative figure. In terms of inter-religious relationships, interviews conducted in Wukari LGA 

indicate that adherents of the African Traditional Religion tend to align more with the Christians who 

they consider more tolerant towards them and are also from the same ethnic group. 24  

 

Although there is no current quantitative research in Taraba State to verify this perspective in the 

above interviews, such an opinion is not unconnected with the general view that the Aku of Wukari 

(the traditionalist chief of Wukari) is more favorably disposed to Christians. This must be seen against 

the background that most Muslims within the state are of Hausa/Fulani extraction and are viewed as 

settlers, a point which many will disagree with. It is also fair to concede that some of the conflicts 

that have occurred in Taraba since the creation of the state are linked to inter-tribal and inter-ethnic 

contestations. Yet, evidence from the current conflict goes beyond this narrative. Additionally, 

considering the reality of mutual distrust between Christians and Muslims in Taraba State, 

gubernatorial elections since 1999 have always been influenced by religious affiliation in the state. As 

such, voting patterns in 1999, 2007 and 2015 have all been dictated by religion and the contestation 

of political power between Christians and Muslims. Since Taraba is a Christian majority state, 

Christians have always been elected governors in the period 1999 - 2015. However, this is not to 

suggest that religion was the only factor that got Christians elected as governors (listed below), nor 

that subsequent elections need follow the same pattern.   

× Jolly Nyame (29 May 1999 ς 29 May 2007). A cleric of United Methodist Church and 

originating from Zing LGA. He was again elected as executive governor of the state on the 

platform of the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP). 

× Danbaba Danfulani Suntai (29 May2007 ς 29 May 2015). Another Christian that was 

democratically elected as executive governor of the state on the platform of the Peoples 

Democratic Party (PDP). Governor Danbaba comes from Bali LGA. 

                                                           
20
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!ǊŜŀ ƻŦ ¢ŀǊŀōŀ {ǘŀǘŜΣ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΩΩ, ARPN Journal of Science and Technology, 5(4):201-206.  
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 Interview with a resident of Wukari on 18 February 2015. 
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× Darius Dickson Ishaku (29 May2015 ς till  date). He is a Christian from Takum LGA of the state. 

He is elected as executive governor of Taraba State on the platform of the Peoples 

Democratic Party (PDP). 

Despite the current levels of violent conflict in Taraba State, there are hardly any records of violent 

conflicts, ethnic or religious, taking place during the pre-independence times in territories considered 

part of Taraba State today.25 In fact, there is evidence of ethnic collaboration between the indigenous 

Jukun and Tiv groups to ward off Fulani invasion, before the arrival of colonial administration. In 

1866, during the reign of Aku Agbumanu (1861-1866), the Fulani rulers of Wase and Misau declared 

war on Wukari. The Tiv were on hand to help the Jukun defeat the Fulani invaders. Similarly, during 

the reign of Awudumanu Abiten (1871-1903), Mallam Dankaro, the Gobir raider, invaded and 

terrorized Wukari town but was defeated by the Jukun tribe with the help of the Tiv people. The 

worst of these conflicts took place in 1906 when a violent conflict ensued between the Hausa-Fulani 

traders and the Jukun at Abinsi. The Jukun (in collaboration with the Tiv) fought the Hausa-Fulani 

traders which resulted in 76 Hausa-Fulani traders being killed and 163 captured. In addition, the 

canteen of the Royal Niger Company was completely burned down. Lord Lugard, then governor 

general of northern Nigeria, sent forces to rescue the Hausa-Fulani traders and punish the 

perpetrators.26 By 1960, post-independence political arrangements and the creation of new states 

led to hostilities between different ethnic groups within Taraba. For instance, sixteen years after 

independence, the southern part of the state was embroiled in violent conflicts over the creation of 

ƴŜǿ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ±ŀŀǎŜƘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘǊƻǳōle started in 1976 when Benue and 

Gongola states were created. The Tiv and the Jukun ethnic groups felt the states were created for 

them. Consequently, it was alleged that the Jukun ethnic group led by the then administrator of 

Wukari Division, Mallam Ibrahim Sangari led a band of arsonists to attack and burn down Tiv villages. 

They argued that since Benue was created for the Tiv, Gongola was created for the Jukuns; hence the 

¢ƛǾ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘŜ ǘƻ .ŜƴǳŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦΩΩ 27 

  

Between 1990 and 1991, the Tiv and Jukun fought fiercely, killing people and destroying property 

wantonly. Five years before the creation of Taraba State in 1991, the Tiv ethnic group, which is 99% 

Christian, petitioned the Gongola State government over their socio-political exclusion in the yet to 

be Taraba State. In a memorandum dated 13 February 1986, the Tiv ethnic group wrote to Col. 

Yohanna Madaki, then governor of Gongola State, on various issues such as: the non-recognition of 

Tiv as indigenes of the state, non-recognition of Tiv traditional rulers, denial of employment 

opportunities at the local government level, denial of scholarship opportunities, change of names of 

Tiv towns and settlements to Jukun or Hausa names etc.28 Violence also happened in 2001 that 

claimed lives from Wukari to LōƛΣ Dŀǎǎƻƭ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƴƎŀ [D!ǎΦ DǳŘŀƪǳ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƛƴ мффр ŀƴŘ 

between 1998 and 1999, violent conflict erupted between the Jukun/Chamba and the Kutep ethnic 

ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴ ¢ŀƪǳƳΦέ 29    

                                                           
25

 Avav, Ter-wǳƳǳƴ ŀƴŘ aȅŜƎōŀΣ aǎƻƴΣ мффнΦ ά¢ƘŜ 5ǊŜŀƳ ǘƻ /ƻƴǉǳŜǊΥ {ǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ Wǳƪǳƴ ς ¢ƛǾ /ƻƴŦƭƛŎǘέ, Swem Kalagbe Series, 
No. 1, p. 5.  
26

 Ibid. 
27

 Vaaseh, Godwin A., , нлмоΦ ΨΨLƴŘƛƎŜƴŜ ƻǊ {ŜǘǘƭŜǊΥ ¢ƛǾ-Wǳƪǳƴ DŜƻǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΩΩ ƛƴ άThe Military Invasion of Zaki-Biamέ, edited by 
Terhemba Wuam and Elijah Terdoo Ikpanoor, Makurdi,Aboki Publishers, p. 13.  
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 Avav, Ter-wǳƳǳƴ ŀƴŘ aȅŜƎōŀΣ aǎƻƴΣ мффнΦ ά¢ƘŜ 5ǊŜŀƳ ǘƻ /ƻƴǉǳŜǊΥ {ǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ Wukun ς ¢ƛǾ /ƻƴŦƭƛŎǘέΣ {ǿŜƳ YŀƭŀƎōŜ {ŜǊƛŜǎΣ 
No. 1, p. 33. 
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Part Three: Data presentation of current violent conflict between 

Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen and indigenous Christian farmers in 

Taraba State, 2013 ς 2015 
 

Historical context 
{ƛƴŎŜ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ Ƴǳƭǘƛ-party democracy in 1999, violent conflict of all kinds has intensified 

around the country. Massive state failure and the loss of faith in the military and political class forced 

ordinary Nigerians to shift their loyalty away from the state to ethno-regional and religious networks 

to protect community interests and seek for alternative political authority or systems. The Yoruba in 

the south-ǿŜǎǘ ǊŜǾƛǾŜŘ ¢ƘŜ hŘǳŘǳŀ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΣ όht/ύΦ 30 The Igbo ethnic group under the 

aegis of Ohanaeze Ndigbo resurrected the Movement for the Actualization of the Sovereign State of 

Biafra (MASSOB) and called for secession. 31 The Ijaw Youth Council of the Niger Delta region issued 

the Kaiama Declaration, laying claim to all resources within its territory and demanding the 

withdrawal of Nigerian occupying forces from Ijawland.32 In northern Nigeria, the influence of the 

1979 Iranian revolution had grown unchecked.33 LǊŀƴƛŀƴ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΩǎ {Ƙƛŀ 

population to increase from less than 1 per cent in 1979 to around 5 - мл ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΩǎ aǳǎƭƛƳ 

population after the return to multiparty democracy. The growth of Shia Islam in Nigeria was 

spearheaded by Ibrahim al-Zakzaky, the leader of the Islamic Movement of Nigeria (IMN). Al-Zakzaky 

graduated from Ahmadu Bello University in Zaria, Kaduna in the 1970s and as an activist in political 

Islam he was famous for his ideology that Islam is an alternative model to socialism and capitalism. 

IŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ LǊŀƴΩǎ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мфтф34 ŀƴŘ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎ ƻŦ {ƘƛΩŀ 

Iranian leader Ayatollah Khomeini.35  

 

With financial support from Iran, Al-Zakzaky then founded the Lab ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ άǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻǳǊǎέ 

to northern Nigerian universities to showcase the Iranian revolution.36 In addition to this, financial 

support to build Islamic schools and provide social services helped the spread of Shia Islam.37 During 

protests, portraits of Iranian leaders Khomeini and Khamenei, together with Hassan Nasrallah, the 

leader of Hizbullah, were held aloft, while American and Israeli flags were burned. Nigerian Shias 

were sent to train in Iran to attack US and Israeli government and civilian targets in Lagos.38 For 

                                                           
30
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instance in February 2013, the Nigerian State Security Service arrested Abdulahi Mustapha, the 

leader of the Shia group in Ilorin, Kwara State, and his two assistants, Suleiman Olayinka Saka and 

Saheed Aderemi. A fourth member of the group, Bunyamin Yusuf, escaped. 39 Abdulahi was accused 

of making several trips to Iran, first in 2006 where he received Islamic education and was familiarised 

with the working of Iranian terrorist networks.40 He returned to Iran in 2011 and trained in the use of 

AK-47 assault rifles as well as the production, supply and detonation of Improvised Explosive Devices 

(IEDs). His military trainers from the Iranian Quds Force instructed him to hunt for intelligence on 

hotels and other public places frequented by Israelis and Americans as potential targets for attack.41 

Abdulahi confessed working with the Iranians and receiving no less than US$30,000 to carry out 

operations in different parts of Nigeria. To help start a business as a cover, he also received three 

payments in foreign currencies, namely US$4,000, ϵоΣрлл ŀƴŘ ¦{ϷнлΣлллΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘΣ 

evidence suggests he had taken photographs of the Israeli Cultural Centre in Ikoyi and sent them to 

his Iranian network42 as a possible target for attack in addition to other potential targets like USAID, 

Max, Zim International Shipping Company, A A Consulting, Peace Corps and the Jewish Cultural 

Centre (Chabad) in Lagos.43 ! ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎΣ !ōŘǳƭŀƘƛΩǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎΣ an Iranian Azim Aghajani 

and an unnamed Nigerian were sentenced to five years in prison for smuggling weapons to West 

Africa.44 The growing influence of Shia Islam in northern Nigeria indicates the depth of sectarian 

competition between Shia-Sunni Islam and the strategic considerations of both Saudi Arabia and Iran 

regarding Nigeria as an Islamic power house in Africa. Ideologically, it exposes the level of ongoing 

ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ bƛƎŜǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŀƳƛǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŜŎǳƭŀǊ state, linked 

to the rejection of western civilization which is perceived as trying to undermine and ultimately 

destroy Islam.  
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30 August 2007 ς Hizbollah followers of Nigerian Shiite Sheikh Zakzaky in Zaria 

(Northwest Abuja) - Source: http://jcpa.org/article/iranian-shiite-terror-cell-in-nigeria-

followed-a-familiar-pattern/#sthash.5yjzHAMk.dpuf (accessed 12 June 2015) 

 

²ƛǘƘ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ Ƴǳƭǘƛ-party democracy in 1999, Ahmed Sani, at the time governor of Zamfara 

State (1999-2007), took advantage of a loosely crafted clause in the constitution that allowed a state 

to extend the jurisdiction of its sharia courts and declared Zamfara a sharia state as part of his 

campaign promises.45  By September 1999, he announced the new measures amid great excitement 

which included rigid segregation of the sexes, and prohibition of immoral acts such as prostitution 

and the consumption of alcohol.46 In addition to a man whose hand was amputated for cattle theft 

and a woman lashed 100 times for rape claims, the immediate cost was further conflict across 

northern Nigeria, with Kaduna alone recording 1,295 deaths. This also led to reprisal attacks against 

northerners in the largely Christian south. More northern states adopted sharia law. Incidences like 

bƛƎŜǊƛŀΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭ-Qaeda attack in New York easily 

led to violent conflict, especially in Plateau State.47 Within this political context, Muslim politicians 

revitalized their support for Islamic sects, to be seen by majority Muslims as supporting Islamic 

agenda, but at the same time to gather support for their individual political ambitions. Consequently, 

political thugs mostly aligned with Islamic sects such as Sara-Suka in Gombe state, .ŀƴǳ LǎǊŀΩƛƭ in 

Taraba State, Ecomog in Borno and Yan Shinko in Adamawa State, became very active in furthering 

both Islamic agenda and the political ambitions of their sponsors.48 Both Boko Haram (at least at the 

very beginning) and the Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen in Taraba State are seen to be supported in 

                                                           
45

 [ŀǎǘΣ aǳǊǊŀȅΦ нллуΦ ΨΨ¢ƘŜ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ aǳǎƭƛƳ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΩΩΣ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ŦƻǊ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴal African Institute, 
78(1):41-63, p. 60. 
46

 LƭƛŦŦŜΣ WƻƘƴΣ нлммΦ άhōŀǎŀƴƧƻΣ bƛƎŜǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘέ, Suffolk, UK: James Currey, p. 190. 
47

 Jacob, Ray Ikechukwu and Saad, Suhana 2011. ΨΨ9ǘƘƴƛŎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ƛƴ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΥ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ŀǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛƭŜƳƳŀ ƻŦ 
Decision-ƳŀƪƛƴƎΩΩΣ Malaysia Journal of Society and Space, 7(2):28-36, p. 33.  
48

 !ȅǳōŀΣ IŀǊǳƴŀ ŀƴŘ IŀƳƳŀƴΣ WǳƳōŀ !ƘƳŀŘǳΣ нлммΦ ΨΨtƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ¢ƘǳƎƎŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ tŀǘǊƻƴŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ-Eastern NigŜǊƛŀΩΩΦ 
Academic Research International 1(1):115. 
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the same manner.49 However, while Boko Haram seems to have received a lot of local and 

international attention, the atrocities of the Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen against indigenous 

Christian farmers in Taraba State was ignored nationally and relegated to the background. Below is a 

presentation of the data on the atrocities committed by Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen in Taraba 

State between December 2013 and July 2015.  

 

Hausa-Cǳƭŀƴƛ aǳǎƭƛƳ ƘŜǊŘǎƳŜƴΩǎ ŀǘǊƻŎƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ¢ŀǊŀōŀ {ǘŀǘŜ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмо ǘƻ Wǳƭȅ 

2015 
This chapter presents data on different categories of violence against Christians by Hausa-Fulani 

Muslim herdsmen. It is important to realize that no claim is made that this data is complete. The 

researchers estimate that the information gathered on violence could be 50% of the total violence 

committed. This means the situation is in all probability worse than the data suggest. The 

incompleteness of the data is caused by two factors: the researchers were not able to go 

everywhere for security reasons; and not everyone they met was able to talk, also for security 

reasons. As far as violence against Muslims is concerned, the researchers have diligently searched 

for data, but no one was willing to talk or to share documented information.  

 

The researchers estimate that more than 70% of the atrocities committed took place in the period 

November 2014 ς July 2015 because of the elections. With the elections coming up, the atrocities 

intensified.  

Taraba Atrocities Data (TAD) 

For the purpose of simplicity, it is important to clarify that the data collected is referred to as Taraba 

Atrocities Data (TAD) 2013 ς 2015, divided into three categories: TAD ς Category 1, TAD ς Category 2 

and TAD ς Category 3 which cover the number of people killed or injured, the number of internally 

displaced persons (IDPs) and IDP camps, and the number of churches and properties destroyed 

respectively. The data was collected over the period of four months April ς July 2015. The Nigerian 

Conflict and Security Analysis Network (NCSAN) set up two teams that aided the data collection. The 

first team was made up of the members of NCSAN, independent freelance journalists and local 

contacts with no political affiliation and representing no ethnic or religious interest.  The second 

team included members of NCSAN, community, traditional and religious leaders as well as some 

representatives of religious groups, youth organizations and civil societies in Taraba State. The data 

was collected in areas that covered Taraba State, particularly southern and central Taraba where the 

conflict has been very intense. Other areas include the boundary between Taraba and Benue states, 

Taraba and Adamawa states, Taraba and Plateau states as well as the Nigeria-Cameroon border 

region in southern Adamawa where thousands of indigenous Christian farmers displaced from 

Taraba State are taking refuge. Both teams visited hundreds of villages, and spoke to victims, IDPs, 

traditional and religious leaders, civil society organizations, government functionaries and observed 

the level of destruction and atrocities committed by the Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen against 

indigenous Christian farmers in Taraba State. The data collected and the resultant findings provide a 

framework and platform for questioning the narrative of environmental degradation and resource 

contestation peddled by many as the reason for the conflict.  

                                                           
49

 Interview, member of ECWA Church, Jalingo, Taraba State, 9 June 2015.  
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People killed or injured 

TAD ς Category 1: Estimated number of people killed or injured from December 2013 ς 14 July 

2015 by Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen in Taraba State. This category deals specifically with the 

estimated number of people killed, either Christians or Muslims, in central and southern senatorial 

districts of Taraba State covering seven LGAs: Gassol, Bali and Gashaka (central Taraba), and Donga, 

Takum, Wukari and Ibi (southern Taraba). In this category, two different sets of data were produced. 

The first set of data was collected by the team composed of NCSAN members, independent freelance 

journalists and local contacts. This team interviewed over 300 people and collected data in different 

villages and local communities in around central and southern Taraba, where the violent conflict has 

been most intense. The team was led by a veteran journalist resident in Jalingo, the Taraba State 

capital, and most of the data was obtained from prominent traditional leaders, testimonies of 

community members as well as victims. The results of the data collected are presented below. 

Results first team 

 

Overview - Estimated number of Christians killed and injured in seven LGAs (Taraba State) 

LGA No. of people killed Religion 

Bali 364 Christians 

Donga 61 Christians 

Gashaka 60 Christians 

Gassol 240 Christians 

Ibi 140 Christians 

Takum 94 Christians 

Wukari 200 Christians 

TOTAL 1,159  

 

From the available statistics presented by the first team, it follows 1,159 Christians were killed. The 

following tables present the details about the places where they were killed.  

 

Details ς Estimated number of Christians killed and injured in Bali LGA (Taraba Central) 50 

Town/Village No. of people killed Religion 

Agbadorough 6 Christians 

Borno Kuruku 89 Christians 

Jatau /  other villages 127 Christians 

Maihula 43 Christians 

Moaveze 10 Christians 

Nahuta 61 Christians 

Pasoki 7 Christians 

Sabon Dare 21 Christians 

TOTAL 364   

 

 

 

                                                           
50

 Information obtained from the Tiv Traditional elders of Bali LGA, Taraba State.  
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Details ς Estimated number of Christians killed and injured in Donga LGA (Southern Taraba) 51 

Town/Village No. of people killed Religion 

Ananum 18 Christians 

Borogo 1 Christians 

Dogo 2 Christians 

Sabon-Gida Isha 22 Christians 

Shaakaa 7 Christians 

Wahanye 11 Christians 

TOTAL 61   

 

Details ς Estimated number of Christians killed and injured in Gashaka LGA (Taraba Central)52 

Town/Village No. of people killed Religion 

Ajai 3 Christians 

Bashirshir 6 Christians 

Gangunmi 21 Christians 

Garbabi /  other villages 25 Christians 

Katee 5 Christians 

TOTAL 60   

 

Details ς Estimated number of Christians killed and injured in Gassol LGA (Taraba Central) 53 

Town/Village No. of people killed Religion 

Chediya 26 Christians 

Dan-Anacha 79 Christians 

Dinya Village 51 Christians 

Sabon-Gida Takai 67 Christians 

Yerima 17 Christians 

TOTAL 240   

 

Details ς Estimated number of Christians killed and injured in Ibi LGA (Southern Taraba) 54 

Town/Village No. of people killed Religion 

Dampar 30 Christians 

Dooshima 20 Christians 

Gazor 10 Christians 

Ibua 15 Christians 

Kaamem 10 Christians 

Moti  15 Christians 

Sarkin Kudu 30 Christians 

Zogon-Kaya 10 Christians 

TOTAL 140   

                                                           
51

 Information obtained from the Youth Wing, Donga LGA, Taraba State.  
52

 Information obtained from the Tiv Cultural and Social Association, Jalingo, Taraba State. 
53

 Information obtained from the Youth Group of Gassol LGA, Taraba State, who documented the number of people killed.  
54

 Information obtained from the Tiv Cultural and Social Association, Ibi LGA, Taraba State.  
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Details ς Estimated number of Christians killed and injured in Takum LGA (Southern Taraba) 55 

Town/Village No. of people killed Religion 

Abeda 7 Christians 

Adu 9 Christians 

Atogbenda  5 Christians 

Camp Gbenger 7 Christians 

Dogon Gawa 31 Christians 

Mbayevikyaior 11 Christians 

New Gboko 3 Christians 

Tortsee  21 Christians 

TOTAL 94   

 

Details ς Estimated number of Christians killed and injured in Wukari LGA (Southern Taraba) 56 

Town/Village No. of people killed Religion 

Akwana 27 Christians 

Arufu 13 Christians 

Bantaje 25 Christians 

Chinkai 23 Christians 

Chonku 20 Christians 

Gborucha 20 Christians 

Jibu 30 Christians 

Kente 42 Christians 

TOTAL 200   

 

Remarks: The first set of data presented here shows that the total number of Christians killed in 

northern and central Taraba between December 2013 and July 2015 was 1,159. Some local observers 

maintain that the number could be much higher than what is presented above. This is likely to be 

true because during the data-collection process thousands of people, including community leaders, 

had been displaced and some of the villages and local communities were without people to provide 

more evidence to the team regarding what they had seen or witnessed. Again, the categories 

considered here were limited simply to the number of Christians killed. Christians here represented 

adults excluding children. Additionally, those who remained behind in some of the villages and 

communities were unwilling to talk or disclose what they had witnessed to the NCSAN team. Most 

importantly, some of the towns and villages were inaccessible due to security reasons, bad road 

networks and transportation difficulties. To verify these numbers and to ascertain whether the 

ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜΣ b/{!bΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƛŘŜƴŜŘ 

its scope of investigation.  

 

This team, led by a member of NCSAN, considered the same period from December 2013 to July 

2015. This time, the category of the victims was further specified to include those killed and injured, 

as well as adults and children. The scope of the investigation and data collection considered seven 

                                                           
55

 Information obtained from the Concerned Taraba Tiv Youth Frontier, Takum LGA, Taraba State. 
56

 Information obtained from a former official of the Taraba State government, Jalingo, Taraba State. 
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LGAs, all in central and southern Taraba State: Wukari, Gassol, Ibi, Donga, Bali, Takum and Gashaka 

LGAs. These LGAs were chosen because they are among the worst affected areas. Secondly, the team 

had greater local contact and people and could easily reach people who were readily available to 

assist with the data collection. Despite the security risks, the team was able to obtain the data 

presented here. In addition, documents were obtained from the Catholic Secretariat of Jalingo 

Diocese, TEKAN block of CAN, Taraba State and the Youth Wing, Taraba State Chapter of Christian 

Association of Nigeria (CAN). Other sources included an open letter written by Taraba Concerned Tiv 

Youth Frontier to President Goodluck Jonathan, a memo by the Tiv Leadership Council and a detailed 

άwŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Cǳƭŀƴƛ IŜǊŘǎƳŜƴ !ǘǘŀŎƪǎ ƛƴ ¢ŀǊŀōŀ {ǘŀǘŜέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛǾ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

were written testimonies by individuals, youth organizations from various LGAs and civil society 

groups that documented the killings. It is important to note that the team interviewed the chairman 

of the Taraba State Muslim Council and also visited the headquarters of the council in Jalingo to 

obtain documents related to the killing of Muslims and the destruction of mosques (if any) in the 

state. However, the council was unwilling to share any data with the team. Below are tables showing 

the number of Christians (both adults and children) killed or injured from the data obtained by 

b/{!bΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘŜŀƳΦ  

Results second team 

 

Overview - Estimated Number of Christians killed and injured in seven LGAs (Taraba State) 

S/n Name of LGA 

No. of 

Christian 

men killed 

No. of 

Christian 

women 

killed 

No. of 

Christian 

children 

killed 

Total No. 

of 

Christians 

killed 

No. of 

Christian 

men 

injured 

No. of 

Christian 

women 

injured 

No. of 

Christian 

children 

injured 

Total  No. 

of 

Christians 

injured 

1 Bali 83 67 96 246 206 162 94 462 

2 Donga 87 74 59 220 136 104 71 311 

3 Gashaka 21 26 18 65 55 47 20 122 

4 Gassol 88 107 80 275 248 180 141 569 

5 Ibi 65 53 57 175 93 86 48 227 

6 Takum 49 35 41 125 105 69 45 219 

7 Wukari 139 145 94 378 226 169 83 478 

  TOTAL 532 507 445 1484 1069 817 502 2388 

 

From the available statistics presented by the second team, it follows 1,484 Christians were killed out 

of which 532 were men, 507 women and 445 children. The statistics also show that 2,388 Christians 

were injured out of which 1,069 were men, 817 women and 502 children. The following tables 

present the details about the places where they were killed or injured. 
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Details - Estimated Number of Christians killed and injured in Bali LGA57 

S/n 
Name of village/ 

locality 

No. of 
Christian 

men killed 

No. of 
Christian 
women 
killed 

No. of 
Christian 
children 

killed 

Total No. 
of 

Christians 
killed 

No. of 
Christian 

men 
injured 

No. of 
Christian 
women 
injured 

No. of 
Christian 
children 
injured 

Total  No. 
of 

Christians 
injured 

1 Abuja-Bali 2 1 2 5 0 0 0 0 

2 Adamshiva 1 2 0 3 1 1 0 2 

3 Adi-Kyase 1 1 2 4 0 3 0 3 

4 Agbadorugh 2 0 2 4 6 0 3 9 

5 Agea-Iyo 2 0 1 3 6 0 0 6 

6 Agia 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 

7 Agulugu 0 3 0 3 0 0 0 0 

8 Akange 1 1 0 2 1 1 4 6 

9 Aker Ijor 3 1 0 4 0 6 1 7 

10 Angbianshio 0 3 1 4 1 0 0 1 

11 Anjov 2 0 0 2 8 1 1 10 

12 Aondonengen 0 2 4 6 2 3 4 9 

13 Aondo-Tyobo 0 2 0 2 0 0 4 4 

14 Apeaule 1 0 2 3 0 7 1 8 

15 Apeife 1 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 

16 Apezan 0 0 4 4 0 0 3 3 

17 Ayough 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 

18 Bandabo 1 0 3 4 3 7 0 10 

19 Borno-Kurukuru 1 0 0 1 3 2 0 5 

20 Chiahemen 0 3 0 3 11 0 2 13 

21 Dooga 1 0 7 8 2 0 0 2 

22 Dooshima 0 2 1 3 8 2 1 11 

23 Elias Abum 0 0 0 0 8 3 2 13 

24 Emberga 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 

25 Gazabu 1 3 2 6 0 0 2 2 

26 Gbaagire 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 

27 Gian-Lua 1 2 0 3 0 2 0 2 

28 Igba-Uja 0 0 0 0 5 1 0 6 

29 Igba-Umaru 1 0 0 1 3 5 0 8 

30 Iliambee 5 0 1 6 0 0 5 5 

31 Inyam Uburga 0 1 0 1 4 5 3 12 

32 Iorbee 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 

33 Iortambe 1 2 0 3 0 2 0 2 

34 Ityohom 3 0 0 3 1 8 0 9 

35 Jatau 2 1 1 4 5 5 0 10 

36 Jibili 1 1 0 2 2 0 0 2 

37 Kadoloko 0 2 0 2 0 0 5 5 

38 Karshima 1 2 3 6 2 0 0 2 

39 Kegh 0 0 2 2 0 7 0 7 

40 Korun 2 0 2 4 1 2 1 4 

41 Kuma Jov 1 2 1 4 6 2 1 9 

42 Kungana 4 3 2 9 12 2 0 14 

43 Kwaghbo 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 

44 Loko-Goma 3 1 0 4 0 2 1 3 

                                                           
57

 The authors collected this data from local Christian leaders of the following denominations: United Methodist Church of 

Nigeria (UMCN), Roman Catholic Church, Nongu Kristu U Ser ken Tar (NKST), Deeper Life Bible Church, and Evangelical 

Church of West Africa (ECWA). 
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45 Maihula 1 0 2 3 2 4 0 6 

46 Moaveze 3 2 0 5 6 1 5 12 

47 Msugh 2 0 0 2 2 5 2 9 

48 Mtunaga 1 4 1 6 0 0 0 0 

49 Mura 2 2 1 5 0 3 0 3 

50 Nahuta 1 0 0 1 2 0 1 3 

51 Ngutsav 0 0 0 0 2 2 3 7 

52 Nyoruke 1 0 0 1 1 12 3 16 

53 Ogoja 1 1 0 2 0 3 0 3 

54 Orkuma 0 0 4 4 0 0 0 0 

55 Ortseer 4 1 3 8 1 1 3 5 

56 Pasoki 2 1 0 3 0 4 0 4 

57 Peter 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 

58 Peter Sarki 0 0 1 1 9 0 0 9 

59 Saawua 1 0 3 4 0 0 6 6 

60 Shievihi 1 0 1 2 11 0 0 11 

61 Sombu-Twuer 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 

62 Tavershima 0 0 1 1 5 4 0 9 

63 Terhile 0 0 3 3 7 4 0 11 

64 Terlumun 1 0 0 1 9 3 0 12 

65 Terwase 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 2 

66 Terzugwe 2 1 0 3 7 5 2 14 

67 Terzungwe 3 1 6 10 2 0 0 2 

68 Tor-Agbakor 0 0 1 1 7 1 4 12 

69 Tor-Baki 0 0 0 0 7 1 2 10 

70 Torbee 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 4 

71 Tsavbee 0 1 3 4 0 5 0 5 

72 Tse-Mkar 0 0 8 8 7 3 4 14 

73 Tyokaa 1 0 0 1 9 4 0 13 

74 Tyokyar 1 3 0 4 0 0 1 1 

75 Tyosaa 1 0 0 1 3 0 0 3 

76 Utange 0 1 2 3 0 7 0 7 

77 Uter 1 1 3 5 1 1 0 2 

78 Utim 2 1 1 4 1 3 1 5 

79 Utsua 2 0 0 2 0 3 5 8 

80 Vihishima 0 4 0 4 0 0 2 2 

81 Yiman 0 0 2 2 0 0 3 3 

82 Yinamga 1 0 0 1 0 3 1 4 

  TOTAL 83 67 96 246 206 162 94 462 
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Details - Estimated Number of Christians killed and injured in Donga LGA58 

S/n 
Name of village/ 

locality 

No. of 
Christian 

men killed 

No. of 
Christian 
women 
killed 

No. of 
Christian 
children 

killed 

Total No. 
of 

Christians 
killed 

No. of 
Christian 

men 
injured 

No. of 
Christian 
women 
injured 

No. of 
Christian 
children 
injured 

Total  No. 
of 

Christians 
injured 

1 Agandi 6 0 3 9 5 3 0 8 

2 Aker 2 2 1 5 1 3 2 6 

3 Akiigh 5 3 0 8 5 0 1 6 

4 Ananum 2 0 2 4 3 1 0 4 

5 Andwem 1 0 4 5 0 5 3 8 

6 Ankugh 1 2 2 5 3 3 3 9 

7 Aondotsea 3 1 2 6 1 1 0 2 

8 Atogbenda 3 2 1 6 7 2 0 9 

9 Atsamev 6 0 1 7 9 5 3 17 

10 Awua 1 3 2 6 1 4 1 6 

11 Ayo 2 2 1 5 6 1 2 9 

12 Borkono 4 1 2 7 9 2 2 13 

13 Borogo 0 2 0 2 0 2 1 3 

14 Bushi 1 4 2 7 4 2 3 9 

15 Buter 4 0 0 4 7 1 3 11 

16 Dima 0 7 1 8 4 6 3 13 

17 Emberga 4 2 5 11 7 3 4 14 

18 Feda 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 3 

19 Igo 3 1 1 5 3 0 0 3 

20 Ihue 2 6 4 12 0 3 2 5 

21 Injo 0 2 0 2 5 1 0 6 

22 Iornzuul 1 1 1 3 1 1 5 7 

23 Iperen 1 7 0 8 0 3 4 7 

24 Isha-Gogo 3 4 2 9 0 2 2 4 

25 Kwaghjua 4 1 3 8 2 2 3 7 

26 Mfaga 0 3 0 3 4 7 3 14 

27 Mhambe 2 3 1 6 4 3 1 8 

28 Mkperai 1 0 3 4 0 1 3 4 

29 Moji 1 0 2 3 1 0 0 1 

30 Orjiir 4 1 3 8 2 2 2 6 

31 Shaakaa 2 0 0 2 5 0 0 5 

32 Timber 3 4 1 8 6 4 4 14 

33 Toko 1 5 3 9 0 0 0 0 

34 Toranako 3 0 0 3 0 0 2 2 

35 Tordei 3 2 1 6 2 3 1 6 

36 Tyonem 1 3 0 4 0 5 1 6 

37 Tyozua 2 0 1 3 6 3 0 9 

38 Udende 0 0 0 0 6 7 2 15 

39 Unum 3 0 0 3 2 1 2 5 

40 Utumba 0 0 3 3 5 7 1 13 

41 Uver 1 0 0 1 3 2 2 7 

42 Wahanya 1 0 1 2 4 3 0 7 

  TOTAL 87 74 59 220 136 104 71 311 

 

                                                           
58

 The authors collected this data from local Christian leaders of the following denominations: Reformed Church of Christ 

for Nations (RCCN), Roman Catholic Church, Nongu Kristu U Ser Ken Tar (NKST), and Methodist Church. 
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Details - Estimated Number of Christian killed and injured in Gashaka LGA59 

S/n 
Name of village/ 

locality 

No. of 
Christian 

men killed 

No. of 
Christian 
women 
killed 

No. of 
Christian 
children 

killed 

Total No. 
of 

Christians 
killed 

No. of 
Christian 

men 
injured 

No. of 
Christian 
women 
injured 

No. of 
Christian 
children 
injured 

Total  No. 
of 

Christians 
injured 

1 Ajayi 1 1 0 2 0 2 0 2 

2 Amokaha 0 4 0 4 0 4 6 10 

3 Angwan Aboro 1 1 0 2 0 4 0 4 

4 Angwan Akor 1 0 0 1 0 2 0 2 

5 Angwan Alumo 0 0 1 1 7 2 0 9 

6 Angwan Idyar 0 2 1 3 3 1 0 4 

7 Angwan Ioryem 1 3 0 4 6 0 2 8 

8 Angwan Tor-Tiv 1 1 1 3 8 1 0 9 

9 Angwan Vande 0 3 1 4 2 6 1 9 

10 Basheshe 1 1 3 5 4 2 1 7 

11 Gangumi 2 1 0 3 0 5 0 5 

12 Garbabi 3 4 0 7 0 0 3 3 

13 Gayam-Center 1 5 0 6 1 3 1 5 

14 Iorhinja 0 0 6 6 7 3 2 12 

15 Kaberi-Barure 2 0 1 3 4 7 1 12 

16 Tulan 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

17 Wonogh Kaki 6 0 0 6 9 1 0 10 

18 Woukulu 0 0 4 4 3 2 0 5 

19 Woukyaa 1 0 0 1 0 2 3 5 

  TOTAL 21 26 18 65 55 47 20 122 

 

Details - Estimated Number of Christians Killed and Injured in Gassol LGA60 

S/n 
Name of village/ 

locality 

No. of 
Christian 

men killed 

No. of 
Christian 
women 
killed 

No. of 
Christian 
children 

killed 

Total No. 
of 

Christians 
killed 

No. of 
Christian 

men 
injured 

No. of 
Christian 
women 
injured 

No. of 
Christian 
children 
injured 

Total  No. 
of 

Christians 
injured 

1 Achiaga 3 0 1 4 9 2 0 11 

2 Adera 1 0 0 1 0 0 5 5 

3 Agbange 1 1 0 2 4 4 2 10 

4 Aho 1 3 0 4 0 3 1 4 

5 Akoodo 2 1 0 3 6 0 2 8 

6 Akume 1 0 0 1 0 6 0 6 

7 Anlia 2 0 1 3 0 0 2 2 

8 Anongu 1 2 2 5 0 0 2 2 

9 Asemapever 2 4 1 7 7 2 0 9 

10 Asen 0 2 0 2 6 1 0 7 

11 Ashitsongo 2 4 0 6 2 6 0 8 

12 Ataikyo 0 2 0 2 1 3 5 9 

13 Atange 0 2 0 2 0 0 3 3 

14 Atim 1 3 1 5 0 7 1 8 

15 Atsua 0 1 1 2 7 2 4 13 

16 Ayo 2 2 1 5 2 7 3 12 

                                                           
59

 The authors collected this data from local Christian leaders of the following denominations: Roman Catholic Church, 

Nongu Kristu U Ser Ken Tar (NKST), and Evangelical Church of West Africa (ECWA). 
60

 The authors collected this data from local Christian leaders of the following denominations: Roman Catholic Church, 

Nongu Kristu U Ser Ken Tar (NKST), Living Faith Church, Anglican Church, African Church, and Evangelical Church of West 

Africa (ECWA). 



25 
 

17 Ayu 1 4 0 5 0 2 0 2 

18 Babajuli 2 1 0 3 7 2 3 12 

19 Bee 1 0 1 2 1 8 4 13 

20 Chia 1 0 0 1 0 6 4 10 

21 Chiaerkwagh 2 1 1 4 3 7 2 12 

22 Chiasado 1 1 2 4 5 1 4 10 

23 Cholough 1 1 0 2 0 2 2 4 

24 Daniel 0 0 1 1 2 5 0 7 

25 Dooga 0 6 2 8 2 6 0 8 

26 Dzwabee 0 1 0 1 3 3 1 7 

27 Gaadi 0 2 0 2 3 0 1 4 

28 Iba 2 0 2 4 0 2 2 4 

29 Icheen 3 0 1 4 1 1 4 6 

30 Igba 3 2 3 8 0 4 2 6 

31 Ikpur 1 1 1 3 4 3 3 10 

32 Iorhumba 0 1 1 2 5 3 0 8 

33 Iorhuna 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 

34 Ioryina 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 

35 Ivo 2 1 4 7 6 3 1 10 

36 Ivue 2 2 3 7 5 2 0 7 

37 Iwue 0 3 2 5 1 3 0 4 

38 Jabong 0 2 1 3 6 0 0 6 

39 Jirgba 2 1 2 5 2 1 0 3 

40 Jorkyaa 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 

41 Kaduna 0 0 1 1 2 3 1 6 

42 Kiffi 1 1 1 3 0 3 1 4 

43 Kuleve 0 0 0 0 3 4 2 9 

44 Kumekor 1 1 0 2 0 2 1 3 

45 Kwaghgeman 1 3 0 4 7 4 0 11 

46 Kwaghvihi 2 1 5 8 9 0 0 9 

47 Kwaza 4 2 3 9 8 2 0 10 

48 Legba 0 0 3 3 1 6 0 7 

49 Mali 2 2 1 5 1 2 3 6 

50 Mernyi 2 3 0 5 4 0 0 4 

51 Mkarga 1 1 1 3 4 1 1 6 

52 Mnyamchiegh 1 3 0 4 2 0 1 3 

53 Momsange 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 4 

54 Mough 0 2 1 3 0 2 0 2 

55 Najime 1 0 1 2 3 2 3 8 

56 Nongo 1 0 3 4 4 5 4 13 

57 Nongusho 0 2 2 4 11 1 4 16 

58 Nyichia 2 0 1 3 4 2 2 8 

59 Nyikwagh 0 0 2 2 4 1 3 8 

60 Orshio 1 3 2 6 0 2 0 2 

61 Orsuur 1 2 2 5 2 7 3 12 

62 Saawuan 1 2 2 5 0 1 3 4 

63 Shibi 2 1 1 4 7 0 4 11 

64 Shiki 1 2 0 3 4 4 1 9 

65 Targbanger 2 1 0 3 0 0 5 5 

66 Temashaku 2 1 0 3 0 0 3 3 

67 Torgbur 0 1 0 1 0 2 3 5 

68 Tsehembe 1 1 2 4 5 4 4 13 
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69 Tsekohol 1 3 1 5 9 3 1 13 

70 Tsenor 3 3 0 6 2 0 1 3 

71 Tyotyer 0 3 0 3 6 1 2 9 

72 Tyougese 0 2 0 2 3 0 5 8 

73 Ukor 1 0 0 1 2 2 2 6 

74 Ukusa 0 0 1 1 7 0 0 7 

75 Ukusu 1 0 3 4 3 0 0 3 

76 Uma 2 0 1 3 0 0 2 2 

77 Usar 0 1 0 1 2 4 0 6 

78 Utime 3 0 0 3 6 0 3 9 

79 Utsue 1 0 3 4 7 1 0 8 

80 Uwua 0 0 0 0 12 0 2 14 

81 Var 2 1 2 5 0 1 7 8 

  TOTAL 88 107 80 275 248 180 141 569 

 

Details - Estimated Number of Christians killed and injured in Ibi LGA61 

S/n 
Name of village/ 

locality 

No. of 
Christian 

men killed 

No. of 
Christian 
women 
killed 

No. of 
Christian 
children 

killed 

Total No. 
of 

Christians 
killed 

No. of 
Christian 

men 
injured 

No. of 
Christian 
women 
injured 

No. of 
Christian 
children 
injured 

Total  No. 
of 

Christians 
injured 

1 Adom 1 2 1 4 5 2 4 11 

2 Angwan Jarawa 0 1 2 3 2 9 1 12 

3 Aondohumba 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 3 

4 Bosso 0 2 0 2 1 2 1 4 

5 Dampar 2 2 1 5 3 4 3 10 

6 Dooshima 2 4 1 7 2 4 0 6 

7 Gangkpade 4 5 1 10 5 2 0 7 

8 Gazor 3 2 5 10 2 5 1 8 

9 Gbogodo 1 0 6 7 6 1 2 9 

10 Gbor-ucha 3 0 0 3 4 6 1 11 

11 Ibi 13 6 8 27 10 9 7 26 

12 Ibua 2 3 1 6 3 2 0 5 

13 Igbila 0 1 3 4 4 2 6 12 

14 Igbogudo 4 6 3 13 6 3 1 10 

15 Iortim 1 2 4 7 0 6 0 6 

16 Kaamem 3 4 3 10 4 1 6 11 

17 Kahan 0 1 1 2 0 3 1 4 

18 Kavenan 4 1 3 8 3 1 3 7 

19 Kurmi 2 1 1 4 2 3 3 8 

20 Moti 4 5 2 11 6 9 0 15 

21 Nahuta 4 2 0 6 1 6 2 9 

22 Nyomja 0 1 2 3 1 0 2 3 

23 Sarkin-Kudu 7 2 1 10 12 4 1 17 

24 Tembega 3 0 0 3 0 0 2 2 

25 Tyodugh 2 0 2 4 2 0 0 2 

26 Zagon kaya 0 0 6 6 9 0 0 9 

  TOTAL 65 53 57 175 93 86 48 227 

 

                                                           
61

 The authors collected this data from local Christian leaders of the following denominations: Roman Catholic Church, 

Christian Reformed Church of Nigeria (CRCN), Nongu Kristu U Ser ken Tar (NKST), Deeper Life Bible Church, Anglican Church, 

and Church of Christ in Nigeria (COCIN). 
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Details - Estimated Number of Christians killed and injured in Takum LGA 62 

S/n 
Name of village/ 

locality 

No. of 
Christian 

men killed 

No. of 
Christian 
women 
killed 

No. of 
Christian 
children 

killed 

Total No. 
of 

Christians 
killed 

No. of 
Christian 

men 
injured 

No. of 
Christian 
women 
injured 

No. of 
Christian 
children 
injured 

Total  No. 
of 

Christians 
injured 

1 Abeda 0 2 0 2 3 0 0 3 

2 Agba 0 1 1 2 3 6 1 10 

3 Ammiondo 1 0 0 1 7 3 3 13 

4 Ankuu 2 1 0 3 0 4 0 4 

5 Atogbenda 2 1 1 4 4 2 1 7 

6 Ayaka 1 1 2 4 8 4 2 14 

7 Chir-Akera 3 2 0 5 2 3 2 7 

8 Dang 5 3 2 10 8 3 0 11 

9 Dogon-Gawa 2 2 0 4 1 7 3 11 

10 Gaawa-Yoona 0 0 3 3 9 0 1 10 

11 Gbaaondo 3 0 2 5 5 2 6 13 

12 Gbenger 1 3 0 4 3 3 1 7 

13 Gboko-YǇŀΩŀƪŜ 1 4 2 7 2 0 0 2 

14 Huraiuu 3 0 3 6 4 0 0 4 

15 Ikpete 3 0 0 3 3 1 0 4 

16 Imbufu 0 4 0 4 6 2 3 11 

17 Ityungu 0 0 1 1 0 6 0 6 

18 Jatto-takum 3 3 5 11 6 2 1 9 

19 Kaamem 2 1 2 5 6 0 3 9 

20 Mbayeikyaior 2 0 2 4 1 5 2 8 

21 Sati-Asemahaa 3 2 1 6 4 3 0 7 

22 Shide 2 1 2 5 5 3 3 11 

23 Tomatar-Ikpanjo 0 2 0 2 6 2 2 10 

24 Tor-Lijam 4 0 3 7 0 2 5 7 

25 Tor-Tser 0 0 4 4 0 3 0 3 

26 Tyokaa-Ukuu 0 0 3 3 0 1 0 1 

27 Ubonav 3 1 0 4 7 2 6 15 

28 Unom 3 1 2 6 2 0 0 2 

  TOTAL 49 35 41 125 105 69 45 219 

 

Details - Estimated Number of Christians killed and injured in Wukari LGA63 

S/n 
Name of village/ 

locality 

No. of 
Christian 

men killed 

No. of 
Christian 
women 
killed 

No. of 
Christian 
children 

killed 

Total No. 
of 

Christians 
killed 

No. of 
Christian 

men 
injured 

No. of 
Christian 
women 
injured 

No. of 
Christian 
children 
injured 

Total  No. 
of 

Christians 
injured 

1 Abagye 6 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 

2 Abako 3 5 0 8 11 2 1 14 

3 Abinki 0 7 0 7 2 0 3 5 

4 Achambe 7 2 0 9 1 0 3 4 

5 Achide 3 1 8 12 13 0 0 13 

6 Adio 0 4 0 4 0 0 0 0 

                                                           
62

 The authors collected this data from local Christian leaders of the following denominations: Roman Catholic Church, 

Nongu Kristu U Ser Ken Tar (NKST), Reformed Church of Christ for the Nations (RCCN), Deeper Life Bible Church, and 

Methodist Church. 
63

 The authors collected this data from local Christian leaders of the following denominations: Roman Catholic Church, 

Christian Reformed Church of Nigeria (CRCN), Nongu Kristu U Ser Ken Tar (NKST), Deeper Life Bible Church, and Anglican 

Church. 
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7 Agan 3 0 0 3 5 9 0 14 

8 Ager 0 2 1 3 0 0 4 4 

9 Akawe 2 0 0 2 3 6 1 10 

10 Akwana 2 2 0 4 6 0 0 6 

11 Amokaha 0 0 1 1 4 1 3 8 

12 Anyam 2 1 0 3 0 4 3 7 

13 Apa 1 8 4 13 6 1 0 7 

14 Arufu 1 0 0 1 2 9 1 12 

15 Asongu 3 6 2 11 5 2 0 7 

16 Atoro 0 5 1 6 8 1 0 9 

17 Avyioko 2 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 

18 Awambe-Wuma 1 6 2 9 2 4 0 6 

19 Chihe 1 0 0 1 5 0 0 5 

20 Chinkai 1 3 2 6 4 3 2 9 

21 Chonku 4 1 4 9 0 6 0 6 

22 Demelu 3 2 0 5 3 2 1 6 

23 Dooshima 1 3 0 4 2 9 0 11 

24 Dzendesha 1 2 0 3 6 1 4 11 

25 Faga 2 2 5 9 6 0 4 10 

26 Gbawuan 4 1 0 5 0 2 2 4 

27 Gborbegha 2 1 5 8 0 0 0 0 

28 Ibo 2 0 6 8 2 3 3 8 

29 Ieren 3 0 0 3 0 1 2 3 

30 Igbayima 1 1 2 4 2 1 1 4 

31 Ikperen 2 0 2 4 8 2 0 10 

32 Ikyo 1 0 3 4 9 2 0 11 

33 Iorhuna 0 2 0 2 4 0 0 4 

34 Iorja 4 2 0 6 1 3 2 6 

35 Jibu 3 7 2 12 21 8 3 32 

36 Jingir 4 6 2 12 12 3 6 21 

37 Kerensho 3 0 3 6 0 0 2 2 

38 Kpurkpur 4 3 0 7 1 0 0 1 

39 Kwaor 3 1 2 6 2 5 0 7 

40 Kyaior 3 4 1 8 2 0 7 9 

41 Mbaju 0 6 0 6 1 0 0 1 

42 Nege 2 1 0 3 0 4 2 6 

43 Nwonko 5 3 6 14 12 3 2 17 

44 Nyamhina 3 4 1 8 9 6 4 19 

45 Nyikyaa 1 0 0 1 5 0 0 5 

46 Shausu 4 3 1 8 0 3 0 3 

47 Shiva 2 2 2 6 4 5 0 9 

48 Sondi 3 2 1 6 6 2 1 9 

49 Sontyo 1 2 0 3 0 2 0 2 

50 Sukpe 6 2 1 9 4 1 0 5 

51 Suwe 1 0 0 1 0 2 0 2 

52 Torkwanta 2 1 0 3 7 1 0 8 

53 Tor-Musa 1 2 0 3 0 3 0 3 

54 Tsavtera 0 7 2 9 0 4 1 5 

55 Tse-Vember 4 1 0 5 1 3 2 6 

56 Tse-Amenger 1 3 3 7 3 4 1 8 

57 Tse-tar 2 3 6 11 2 0 0 2 

58 Udemar 0 3 0 3 0 5 0 5 
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59 Ugber 0 0 4 4 1 6 2 9 

60 Vaayem 1 5 2 8 4 7 1 12 

61 Wukari 11 4 7 22 9 12 9 30 

62 Zapine 1 0 0 1 0 6 0 6 

  TOTAL 139 145 94 378 226 169 83 478 

 

Remarks: Wukari LGA, where the conflict started in 2013, had a death toll of 378 Christians. The 

greatest number of those killed after Wukari LGA are to be found in Gassol LGA with a total number 

of 275 Christians killed and in Bali LGA with 246 Christians killed. Figures show that more women and 

men died in Wukari and Gassol LGAs than in any of the other under review. In addition to other 

factors explained later, one of the reasons Wukari and Gassol LGAs have such a high number of those 

killed is because the Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen are likely to have the greatest opposition 

coming from those areas. Secondly, they have been areas of contestation for Muslim domination and 

control. It is also important to point out that more children were killed in Bali and Wukari LGAs than 

in any other LGA. This is in total betrayal of cultural norms that allow for the protection of children 

and the vulnerable, even in times of war. While it is difficult to explain this unfortunate development, 

there is the likelihood that children were targeted as a deliberate means of truncating the future 

population of Christians in Taraba State. Truncating the future population of Christians has manifold 

advantages that include less competition in economic and political life of the state along inter-

religious lines. 

 

 
Christian indigenous farmers who were attacked by Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen 

receiving treatment at a local clinic - Source: NCSAN 

 

The reasons for the differences in figures presented by the first and second groups are not hard to 

see. First, differences could occur due to the methodology used in obtaining the information. In the 

first set of data, the category of Christians killed was limited to adults, while in the second set of data 

the category of Christians killed included both adults and children. Furthermore, the first set of data 

covered information obtained from an average of 6-7 villages in all seven LGAs in central and 

southern Taraba State, while the second set of data included an average of 10-12 villages from which 

information was obtained. Additionally, the first set of data relied on interviews and testimonies 

from individuals, community leaders and witnesses in these towns and villages, while the second set 

of data obtained further evidence from official documents of Church organizations, civil society 

groups, Youth organizations and movements. Christians who escaped the killings in central and 
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southern Taraba found themselves in IDP camps including towns along the Taraba-Benue state 

border and the Nigeria-Cameroon border in southern Adamawa State. It is important to note that the 

inability of the team to reach every corner where violent conflict has taken place in Taraba is 

reflected in the low figures of the numbers killed. Further factors causing the low figures were the 

difficult security situation and the refusal of some of the respondents to reveal the atrocities 

committed. More research is required to unearth the full extent of atrocities being committed by the 

Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen in Taraba State. 

IDPs and IDP Camps 

TAD ς Category 2: The number of IDPs and IDP Camps. The second category of the Taraba Atrocities 

Data is linked to the number of IDP camps, and how many IDPs, both Christians and Muslims are in 

these camps. The large number of IDP Christians in these camps is very significant in the effort to 

explain the atrocities of Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen against indigenous Christian farmers in 

Taraba State. The two NCSAN teams visited the northern, central and southern senatorial districts of 

Taraba State, including the border regions to ascertain the number of IDP camps as well as the 

number of Christians and Muslims displaced in these camps. Findings of field research conducted 

indicated the existence of 16 IDP camps, provided for by church organizations, cultural associations 

and civil society groups, in Taraba and Benue states. Other IDPs have settled along the border areas 

between Taraba-southern Adamawa and northern Cameroon. The number of IDP camps (including 

the number of IDPs) presented below reflect the findings at the time the research was carried out. 

 

Taraba State IDP camps and the number of IDPs 

LGA Place Name of camp Population  Religion 

Bali Bali Town Total number for four camps: 2,400 Christians 

       NKST Church Camp   

       {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ŀƳǇ   

        Legislative Quarters Church Camp   

       Tiv Traditional Hall Camp   

Jalingo Jalingo Town NKST Jalingo Camp 1,373 Christians 

Ibi Ibi Town Ibi Camp 690 Christians 

Takum Peva Peva Camp 2,889 Christians 

 Jato NKST Jato Camp 1,850 Christians 

Mutum 

Biyu 

Wukari-Jalingo 

Way 

Mutum Biyu Camp 2,132 Christians and 

Muslims 

 NKST Church NKST Church Mutum Biyu Camp 564 Christians 

TOTAL   11,898  
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Some of the displaced people at Bali - Source: NCSAN 

 

Remarks on Taraba State IDP camps: In Taraba State, there are 10 existing IDP camps with an 

estimated 11,898 IDPs. Four of these camps are found in Bali LGA (central Taraba) with an estimated 

2,400 IDPs, all Christians. Then there are two camps in Mutum Biyu (central Taraba) with 2,696 IDPs, 

both Christians and Muslims. The inclusion of Muslims in the Mutum Biyu IDP camp is not surprising 

because as the conflict raged, there were fears of reprisal attacks by Christian groups against 

Muslims. Considering the dominant presence of Christians in southern Taraba, Mutum Biyu became a 

likely destination for Muslim IDPs. This is because towns and villages around Mutum are populated 

by Muslims, and secondly, Mutum is very close to the capital Jalingo and the deployment of security 

forces can therefore reach the area to protect Muslims more quickly. Other camps are situated in 

Jalingo (northern Taraba), Ibi and Takum (both southern Taraba). NSCAN teams found out that a 

considerable number of the displaced Christians camping in Benue state had been absorbed into 

different families and communities around the Taraba-Benue border.  

 

Benue State IDP camps and the number of IDPs 

LGA Place Name of camp Population  Religion 

Ukum Jootar  Jootar Primary School Camp 1,282 Christians 

 Zaki-Biam NKST Church & Primary School camp 5,867 Christians 

Guma Guma town Guma Town Camp 2,102 Christians 

 Agasha town Agasha Camp 1,149 Christians 

Logo Ugba town Ugba Camp 1,101 Christians 

 Abeda town Abeda Camp 1,163 Christians 

TOTAL   12,664  

 

 










































































